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THe Councm MEETING. 


This week we — areport of the proceedings of 
the Quarterly Meeting of Council held on the 5th inst. 

The agenda was a full one, comprising the considera- 
tion of reports from four committees, the election of a 
new Board of Examiners and other business. 
titioners who read the reports of the Council meetings 
do not always give our representatives credit for the 
time and trouble they gratuitously devote to our interests. 
The fact is no report clearly shows what work is done. 
Very often the most space is occupied by some trivial 
question which has come before the Council for the first 
time, whereas another matter which has occupied hours 
of careful consideration in committee is disposed of in one 
line saying—“ the report of the committee was received 
and adopted.” The contentious subjects do not form 
one-twentieth part of the work of the Council, and the 
non-contentious subjects are considered and arranged 
quietly in committee. Next month there will be an 
election of some eight or ten members of Council. Pos- 
sibly the best do not always attend the greatest number 
of committees, and gentlemen living at a great distance 
from London cannot be expected to attend as often as 
those within a mile of Red Lion Square ; but, everything 
considered, it should be borne in mind that the work is 
done in committee and the good attenders do the work. 

There were two or three questions before the Council 
we think worth a special comment. The Royal Agricul- 
tural Society of England has for some years given prizes 
to the students of the Royal Veterinary College who 
pass best in the examination on cattle pathology. The 
very earliest connection between the “Royal” and 
veterinary science was brought about by the feeling that 
cattle did not obtain the same notice as horses. That 
was true in 1840, but itis not true in 1898, and veterinary 
medicine and surgery are now taught and examined on 
with equal proportionate care. For the better arrange- 
ment of our examinations the quite illogical separation 
of horses and cattle as distinct subjects has been re- 
placed by separate examinations in medicine and sur- 
gery. A difficulty has arisen about the awarding of 
prizes, and it seems as if the R.A.S. may cease to leave 
the selection of winners of its prizes to the R.C.V.'S. We 
hope this may not occur, as it would be a pity to reduce 
the pee of the prize, from one given on the selection 
of the Corporate Veterinary Body, to one on the level of 
a school class-prize. 

The Council appointed a committee to consider the 
clause in the new Dog’s Bill which gives power to a 
constable to kill a rabid dog. We quite failed to follow 
the argument. This is no new power, it exists under the 

bies Order and may well be extended. If a constable 
has to refrain from killing a dog, until he has found a 
M.R.C.V.S. to diagnose the case, there will be more dan- 
ger to human beings than ever. 

One step taken by the Council seems to us altogether 


wrong. It has terminated the yearly contribution of £50 | 


toa bursary fund. There may be good reasons for this 
economy, but they have not been publicly stated, and as 
the profession has no really respectable prize to induce 
good students to continue working, we regret this diver- 


valuable prize ; with it, time would have mended our 
deficiency. 


Prac- | 


ABNORMAL CALF AND ITS DELIVERY. 
By A. Maynarp, M.R.C.V.S., Penzance. 


April 2nd, 12 p.m. 
miles distant. 

History. Cow noticed to be uneasy at 4 p.m., and 
owner saw what appeared to be bladder which burst, 
so in evening he tried to deliver the calf, but failed. 

I found on examination four feet and nose of what 
seemed a rather large and normal calf just in en- 
trance of passage. (1.) Tried retropulsion of hind 
legs to bring about natural delivery, but that failed, 
as they came back in passage directly tension was 
placed upon the fore limbs. (2.) So tried retropul- 
sion of head and fore legs to bring about breech 
delivery; that failed for same reason as before. 
Thought failures were due to cow being so strong in 
her pains, which were continuous, and thus the womb 
being pressed upon the body of the calf. (3.) Re- 
moved fore legs with embryotomy knife, then placed 
ropes on hind legs, and managed to get head back a 
little further than before, so started to deliver, at the 
same time noticing that the skin of the calf seemed 
a little drier than usually is the case. 

The man on the pullies by great exertion got the 
hind legs and quarters outside of the passage, but no 
further, so I put extra men on to chain, as | thought 
the calf must come. After a few minutes of great 
exertion the calf parted across the lumbar region, 
and the posterior half came away; then J placed 
ropes and hooks into calf’s eyes and removed anterior 
half of body. Just after delivery the cow had extra 
pains, and what I thought at first sight were portions 
of large intestines of the cow coming through the 
vagina appeared, however, was two large mem- 
branous sacs, which I found on opening with a knife 
contained respectively two and three gallons of thick 
whitish liquid, something like the fluid of the Allan- 
tois. On further examination I discovered and 
removed the spleen, kidneys, intestines, and liver of 
the calf, which were attached by membranes to coty- 
ledons in different parts of the womb. 

The body of the calf appeared normal, minus the 
above organs, also excepting the chest, which was 
completely turned inside out, and the corresponding 
_vertebrie upside down, also a curvature in the spine, 
‘so that the hind limbs were bound to appear in the 
| passage at the same time as the fore limbs. . 

The heart and lungs were attached by the medias- 
tinal pleura on to the outside of the chest and hang- 
‘ing over the left side, the former containing blood 


Called to cow calving six 


clots, as though the foetal circulation had been 


i | ntly acting. 
sion of money. Without it we see no prospect of a "°C tly acting 


The calf was a fortnight overdue. 1 did not know 
|it was an abnormal! calf until delivery was effected, 
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as beforehand I could not possibly by manipulation 
touch any part which was abnornal. 

Afterwards I administered to cow whiskey Oj., and 
chloral hyd. 5j. diluted ; visited her next evening and 
found her up feeding, and pretty well alright. 

The reason I have sent you the history of this 
case is because I read in last week’s Record of an 
essay on “‘ Obstetrics,’’ brought before the Eastern 
Counties V.M.S., also I saw drawings of a formidable 
array of instruments. Of course I shouldn’t like to 
doubt the utility of some of them, but I should very 
much like to know how I could have harpooned or 
got the ecraseur chain around the calf’s body to 
divide it, as 1 could not touch it by manipulation, 
neither could I by retropulsion get the calf’s back 
towards me to divide it as the labour pains were so 
strong ? 

It took me four hours to bring about delivery, and 
as it was I’ve never had my arms bruised so badly 
before in removing two fore limbs, and I’ve helped at 
and attended a few parturition cases. If there had 
been no curvature in the calf’s spine I might per- 
haps have placed a spring and the ecraseur chain 
around the calf’s body. But I think it is one thing 
to teach and another to use all these instruments. 
We often get criticised for using brute force, but I 


Mare: 


I did not see her till the 25th, and then found her 
no better, taking badly to the slings, drawing up her 
hind feet under her and lying with all her weight in 
them. Not being of great value, and looking like ty 
take some time to recover, if ever, the owner was 
anxious to have her destroyed, which was agreed 
upon. I returned next day and made a post-mortem 
examination, when I found part of the triceps exten. 
sor brachii severely sprained. The affected part of 
the muscle was very dark in colour, and the contrast 
between the diseased and healthy wad distinctly 
marked out. 

Having read that fracture of the first rib would 
produce symptoms similar I removed the leg from 
the body but found none of the ribs fractured. I do 
not doubt that fracture of the first rib will produce 
radial paralysis, still from the above it would not be 
advisable to give too decided an opinion; and from 
my very limited experience of such cases I find that 
the worthy Principal of the New Veterinary College 
is still correct in ascribing the symptoms of radial 
paralysis to injury of the triceps muscle. After 
slinging her I attempted ‘‘by firm pressure to 
straighten the semi-flexed limb, and to keep it in that 


afternoon I returned and put her into slings. 


' seemed to be in pain. 


believe I shouldn’t have calved that cow hadn’t I | position, while an assistant was directed to lift up 


put on plenty of strength to pull, so that the calf! the horse’s opposite fore foot.” The olecranon was of C 
parted in the middle, for I couldn’t possibly reach | not fractured, and the mare was unable to bear any Vete 
the spine or body to divide it. weight on the lame leg. Star 


I agree with progression, and like to see any ad-| The neurotomy performed above was the low opera- (1 


vance in veterinary surgery, but I’m afraid if I have | tion or digital neurotomy. About two months before whic 
to buy all these fresh instruments my fees won’t pay | it was performed on the off fore leg, and becoming the d 
for them. cured of the lameness in that foot she showed a little appa 
——— | on the near foot which was being operated on when 2. 
the accident happened. The skin was thick, | dare- mier 

” +m | Say nearly half an inch, and the operation on_ both hi 
A CASE OF RADIAL PARALYSIS WITHOUT el was lateneteniie rather difficult to perform, the ae 
FRACTURE OF THE FIRST RIB. nerve lying deeply, and difticult to get up to divide. bacil 


I have only performed the low operation on four or 3. 
five horses but I certainly think the results are more 
favourable than when the high operation is resorted 


By Wituiam Lorman, M.R.C.V.S., Duns, N.B. 


I rather regret to be able to place on record this 
case of radial paralysis. After reading Mr. Hnunt- 
ing’s article on “ Fracture of the First Ribas the 
Cause of Radial Paralysis”? in The Veterinary Record 
of February 12th, I intended sending the following 
case the next week, but owing to a cause I had to 
postpone, though it might have been recorded before 
this. 

On November 23rd, 1897, I performed neurotomy 
on the near fore leg of a cart mare about 12 years 
old. Mr. John Connochie, V.S., Ayton, assisted me. 
She was cast on the off side and then turned over to 
perform the operation on the inside. This finished, 
she was released from the hobbles, and after getting 
to her feet with difficulty was very lame on the off 
fore, showing all the symptoms which Prof. Williams 
so ably describes under ‘“‘ Elbow Lameness’’ when 
the triceps is the seat of injury. The leg was semi- 
pendulous, foot touching the ground, extreme flexion 
of the whole limb with the exception of the shoulder 
joint, and excessive dropping when made to move. 

Vith assistance she was got to the stable, and in the 


to. None of the feet ever sloughed and the horses 
were rendered useful. One of them a cob, which | 
did 18 months ago for ‘navicular, is now going as well 
as ever it did though it only cost a trifle before the 
operation and was literally useless. Even if in some 
cases it did not entirely remove the lameness it would 
render the animal almost as useful as ever, and the 
sensation supplied by the middle and anterior 
branches would be likely to carry on the nutritive 
functions, and so the risk of sloughing would be 
reduced to a minimum. Neither is the mark % 
easily seen or felt. 1 may not be so easily performed 
as the high operation, the nerve often lying almost 
below the artery and vein; however, in all the finer 
bred horses it is not so difficult to do. The high 
operation may do for a certain class of dealers, but 
when a practitioner has to advise a client to have ® 
horse, which was unnerved about nine months or # 
year ago, destroyed immediately, that client is. n0 
likely to have the operation repeated on another. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


DiscovERY OF THE PatHoGenic Microse or Covy- 
yacious PLeuRo-PNEUMONIA OF THE Ox. 


M. Nocard who has done so much for agriculture 
as well as for medicine, human and veterinary, has, in 
conjunction with Dr. Roux, at last discovered, it is 
said, the micro-organism of contagious pleuro-pneu- 
monia of the ox. Making known his communication 
to the Central Veterinary Society of Paris on 31st 
March, he said that the microbe is certainly and very 
much so the smallest of any of those known, and it 
is for this reason that it has hitherto escaped all 
other researches. It is scarcely visible even when 
the highest powers and most powerful illuminations 
are used. In consequence of this the authors conclude 
that it can only be recognised by cultures or even by 
the effects of cultures inoculated into susceptible 
animals. Isolated by successive series of culture, 


this microbe kills oxen as does the most virulent 
serosity. (L’leveuwr, 10 Avril, 1898.) 


CaninE DistTeMPER. 


In a paper on ‘‘ New Researches upon the Etiology 
of Canine Distemper,’’ communicated to the Berne 
Veterinary Congress in 1897, Prof. V. Babés and C. 
Starvovici, conclude thus : 

(1). That we have found in two cases a bacillus 
which reproduces in dogs the general phenomena of 
the disease and the local lesions of the respiratory 
apparatus, and sometimes also the alimentary canal. 

2. That this bacillus is distinguished from other 
microbes described up to the present as belonging to 
this disease, namely, Laosson’s diplococcus, Krajew- 
ski’s diplococcus, Mathis’s diplococcus, Semmer’s 
bacillus, and that of Schantyr. 

3. That this pathogenic microbe which we have 
cultivated and isolated determines a typical malady 
differing from the natural disease only because the 
dogs are more rapidly and more surely killed. 

4. That this microbe is pathogenic also for 
guinea-pigs, rats, and rabbits. 

5. That it has been found in the blood, lungs, and 
sometimes also in other organs of experimental 
animals. 

6. That it resembles, on the one hand, the bacillus 
of human typhoid fever and, on the other, the 
bacillus discovered in human influenza. 

7. That it is associated in certain cases with 
other bacteria, of which the saprogenic bacilli and a 
particular streptococcus are the most important. 

8. And that finally distemper, in the same manner, 
not constituting a clinical unity cannot be any longer 
considered as a morbid entity from an etiological point 
of view. Whilst certain cases are produced by our 
microbe there are cthers caused by the microbes des- 
cribed by other authors or rather by other micro- 
organisms, which, up to the present, are unknown. 
(L’ Kleveur, Jan. 2, 1898, from the Révista de Medi- 
ena Veterinara de Bucaresti). 

(It is surprising, considering the canine we 


this country, which can be counted by millions, that’ 


no serious attempt in this country has been made to 
discover the micro-organism and consequently the 
antitoxin of distemper.—T rans.) 


Oxrrvary. 


The deaths are announced of Professor Rudolph 
Leuckhart the world-kaown helminthologist of the 
University of Leipzig, aged 76 years. Dr. Chas. Rabe, 
professor of pathological anatomy and meat inspection 
in the Hanover Veterinary School, aged 60 years; and 
Dr. Herman Piitz, professor of veterinary medicine at 
the University of Halle, aged 69 years, 


The second volume of Professor Cadiot’s Traité de 
Therapeutique Chirurgicale des Animaur Domestiques 
has now appeared. It consists of the surgery of the 
regions and comprises nearly a thousand pages well 
illustrated. We advise all those who can read 
French to procure the complete work as it will amply 
repay them for doing so. Price 25 franes (£1) for 
the two volumes which are not sold separately. It 
is to be translated into English by Professor 
Liautard, director of the New York Veterinary Col- 
lege, and into Italian, under the auspices of Prof. 
Bassi, director of the Turin Veterinary School. 


Tue Sertinc Time” or Praster or Panis. 


In the issue of Treatment for March 24th, Mr. 
D’Arey Power and Mr. J. A. Belcher publish details 
of a number of experiments made for the purpose of 
ascertaining what effect various substances in solu- 
tion have upon the setting time of plaster of Paris. 
They find that where it is of importance to make 
plaster of Paris set rapidly it should be mixed with a 
5 per cent. solution of common salt, and this may be 
made roughly by adding a tablespoonful of salt to a. 
pint of water.----Lancet, April 9th, 1898, 


Fresu Opservations upon THE TREATMENT OF PuR- 
puRA HasmMorruaGica BY THE ANTISTREPTOCOCCIC SERUM 
or Dr. Marmoreck. 


MM. Mouilleron and Rossignol, veterinary sur- 
geons to the General Omnibus Company, Paris, 
treated 62 horses suffering from purpura with 
Marmoreck’s serum and had 51 recoveries and only 11 
deaths, or a mortality of 19 per cent. The trial ex- 
tended from 1895 to 1897. Of 209 cases occurring 
from 186 to 1895 treated with the ordinary or 
classical method 161 died or a mortality of 77 per 
cent. 

Those treated ‘n 1896-97 were classed as two 
groups, comprising one of 11 horses of which the 
malady was essential (primary ?) and another of 20 
horses of which the purpura was a complication of 
strangles, sore throat, or a chest affection, etc. 

The authors, adopting the idea that purpura is a 
contagious malady due to the streptococcus of 
Ligniéres, establish undeniably the importance of 
the state of the system from an etiological point of 
view of the contagious maladies. Individuals harbour 


alth of | at all times numerous microbes ; the majority of these 


only become a source of trouble, if, for an accidental 
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cause, the organism becomes debilitated from what- | ted to the practice of veterinary surgery, for communica” 
ever affection being oftenest the principal cause of | tion to Count Hatzfeldt. 


the debility. On the subject of the expression of | 
contagious malady applied to purpura, let us state | 
with M. Nocard that it is not a disease communi- 
cable by contact like aphthous fever (volatile virus | 


of the old authors) for example. But experience 
shows that for purpura as for tetanus the dwelling in 
a place in which affected animals have been, may 
determine this affection. 

Of the 11 animals affected with primary (essential) 
purpura, treatment lasted from two to ten days ; ex- 
ceptionally, it was from 21 to 23 days, convalescence 
did not extend beyond a fortnight. 

When purpura was found following another affec- 
tion (21 cases), treatment was longer, 8 to 21 days, 
the duration of convalescence not surpassing six 
weeks. 

The daily quantity of injected serum varied from 
20 to 110 cubic centimetres, and after every injection 
one could see the symptoms abate and the cedema 
diminish. If one ceased the treatment too soon the 
symptoms became aggravated afresh to diminish as 
soon as one recommenced the injections.—fec. Méd. 
Vét. d’ Alfort, 30 Mars, 1898. 

H. G. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of the Council was held at 10 
Red fon Square, on Tuesday, April 5th, under the pre- 
sidency of Professor Penberthy. Present : Professors 
Dewar, Edgar, J. Mel. McCall, McFadyean, Pritchard, 
Shave, and Williams ; Vet.-Col. Lambert, Messrs. Abson, 
Barrett, Beddard, Carter, Cope, Dollar, Elphick, Fraser, 
Hartley, Lawson, Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, Trigger, 
Villar, Wartnaby, and A. W. Hill (secretary). 

The SecrerarRy read the notice convening the 
meeting. 


ABSENTEES. 


The SECRETARY stated that he had received letters of 
apology from Prof. W. O. Williams and Mr. Bower re- 
gretting their inability to attend the meeting. 


MINUTEs. 


On the motion of Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr. Lawson 
the minutes of the last quarterly meeting (which had 
been printed and circulated) were signed as correct. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Trigger enclos- 
ing the following communication : “ Buckingham Palace, 
March 4th, 1898,—Lieut.-Col. Sir Fleetwood Edmunds 
presents his compliments to Mr Trigger, and is com- 
manded by the Queen to forward him the accompanying 
medal to be worn in commemoration of the 60th anniver- 
sary of Her Majesty’s reign.” 

The SECRETARY read from the Privy Council office, 
enclosing copy of a letter from the German Embassy, 
(received through the Foreign Office) applying for infor- 
mation with regard to certain points in connection with 
the admission of foreigners to medical examinations in 
the United Kingdom. The Council of the Royal College 
was requested to furnish the Lord President with the 
required information and documents in so far as it rela- 


The following is the copy of the letter from the Ger- 
man Embassy to the Privy Council :—- 


“German Embassy, London, 
January 12th, 1898. 

My Lord,—In connection with the work of the revision 
ot medical men, and the establishment of uniform bases 
for the admission of foreigners to medical examinations 
in the German Empire which is now proceeding in Ger- 
many, the Imperial Government are anxious to be sup- 

lied with the regulations in force in Great Britain and 
reland on these subjects. They especially wish to have 
information on the following points : f 

1. Under what conditions is the practice of medicine 
(including dentistry and the veterinary art, but excluding 
midwifery) allowed? Is the practice of medicine by 
foreigners subject to particular conditions! Is so-called 
quackery forbidden ? 

2. Is an approval or other declaration of competence 
necessary in the case of doctors, dentists or veterinary 
surgeons ! What are the rules in regard to the ‘ approval’ 
and examination? What advantages do medical men 
etc., approved or otherwise declared competent enjoy as 
compared with any other persons who may be permitted 
to practice medicine. 

3. Can foreigners obtain an ‘approval’ or other 
declaration of competence as Are there 
additional conditions in this respect in the case of 
foreigners over and above the conditions in the case of 
natives? In what circumstances may they be exempted 
from some of the conditions on account of having re- 
ceived a scientific and technical education abroad ? 

In accordance with the wish of the Imperial Govern- 
ment I have the honour to request your Excellency to be 
so good as to supply me, so far as may be possible, with 
the information asked fur, and to indicate the Laws and 
Regulations which embody the principles prevailing in 
England in this matter. 

(Signed) P. Harzretpr.” 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Bar- 
rett, it was resolved that a copy of the bye-laws and 
regulations be sent to the German Embassy. 

A letter was read from Mr. 8. M. Wilson, M.R.C.V.S., 
asking a similar question. 


Memoria Funp. 


The PrestpENT: On the last occasion a letter was 
read from Mr. Rutherford with regard to this matter, 
and our Secretary was asked to write to him. Mr. 
Rutherford’s reply will now be read. 

The SECRETARY read the letter from Mr. Rutherford 
dated January 28th. It stated that a meeting of the 
committee and subscribers had been held on January the 
26th, when it was agreed that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons should be approached with the view 
of ascertaining whether they would be willing to under- 
take the trusteeship of the fund under the following 
conditions : (1) That the money be invested forthwith 
in feu duties or ground annuals in Scotland. (2) That 
the revenue derived annually from such investment be 
given as a prize annually to the student who obtains the 
highest marks at a special examination to be held for 
that purpose. 3. That the examination be open to the 
students of any veterinary college in the United King- 
dom who shall have, since the previous October, passed 
the class “C” or third examination under the present 
four years course of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. (4) That the subjects of examination be 
pathology, materia medic, and hygiene, and that the 
examination be wholly a written one, and that the time 
allowed to each subject be not less than two hours. (5) 
That the examination be held simultaneously in London 


and in Edinburgh (and in Dublin in the event of the 
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for the final examination, which includes the diseases 
and surgical operations of all kinds of animals, is a 
very proper one, and I think that if this Council sub- 
mitted it to the Royal Agricultural Society it would 
commend itself to them. I therefore propose “That 
this Council suggests to the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England that the course suggested by Mr. Olver be 
adopted by them.” It would be a pity that the Royal 
Agricultural Society should sever themselves from us 
simply because we hove altered our system of examina 
tion. 

Mr. Mutvey: Am I correct in believing, sir, that you 
stated the Royal Agricultural Society had decided to 
conduct the examination themselves ? 

The PrestpFnt; To take the matter in their own 
hands—that was the impression I got from the Com- 
mittee which I attended. 

Mr. Mutvey : I agree with Mr. Simpson that it would 
be a very great pity that our connection should be 
severed and I will second his proposition. 

The PrestpENT : There was no suggestion of severing 
the connection of the Royal Agricultural Society with 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Mutvey : The matter was discussed as I under- 
stand. Was any decision arrived at? 

The PrestpENt : No definite decision. 

Mr. _: Then it isan open question. 1tis open 
to a suggestion from this Council. 

The PrestpENnt : I should think so. 

Mr: : I should like to know whether it is 
thoroughly understood that the Royal Agricultural 
Society is to conduct this examination and to give an 
opinion upon the examiners, because I think it is tread- 


ing on rather dangerous ground. Is it a fact that the | 


Royal Agricultural Society are going to conduct the 
examination of people—never mind whether they are 
students or not—and to give what I call a diploma. 

The PrestpEnt : I did not gain that impression. 

Prof. McFapyean: It is only right that I should 
mention to the Council that this subject was under dis- 
cussion within the last few hours this morning at a Com- 
mittee meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society, and I 
have a strong impression that the suggestion made by 
Mr. Simpson will not be entertained by that Society, 
nor will anything which suggests that the prizes should 
be given to anything else than the diseases of cattle, 
sheep, and swine, excluding horses. They passed a 
resolution this forenocn asking me to prepare a report 
on this subject and bring it up at the next meeting of 
the Committee. 

Professor EpGar : It is very important that we should 
not take any step which could allow these prizes of the 
Royal Agricultural Society to lapse, because it would be 
very difficult to get them reinstated. It would be a 
help to us if we could suggest that the resolution which 
Mr. Simpson has proposed to institute again an exami- 
nation, as before existed, with the special object of test- 
ing the proficiency of students who had obtained that 
diploma as was in force, which was that the Society 
made a very handsome grant from this College to the 

rofession. Originally the Society was expending a very 
arge sum annually in granting this special examination 
with these silver and bronze medals, and a sum of money 
to each student and all expenses. When they made a 
very heavy grant, which they are at present making to 
the R.V.C. they withdrew the more expensive part of 
the examination, but they still kept the stimulus going 
in giving silver and bronze medals for the most efficient 
men of their year. I should let the Society know that 
we fully appreciate what they have done and encourage 
them to institute even a smaller examination for special 
pathology again if they feel disposed to do so. I think 
we ought to let them know that we value the prizes 
which they offer. 


Mr. Stmpson : My motion is “That this Council re- 
spectfully suggests to the Royal Agricultural Society of 

ngland that the annual medal, hitherto awarded by 
them to the student who passed the best examination jp 
the diseases of cattle, be now awarded to the student 
who shall pass the best examination upon the subjects 
of medicine and surgery including cattle, sheep, swine 
and horses.” 

The PrestpENT: I may suggest that hitherto the stu- 
dents have always been limited to those studying at the 
Royal Veterinary College, which has never been made an 
open competition. 

Mr. Simpson : I do not suggest that they should ex- 
tend it to other colleges. 

The PresipENT: | do not know that it wduld not be 
wise to. 

Mr. Mutvey : I second Mr. Simpson's proposition. 


in making suggestions to the Agricultural Society in re- 
gard to the matter, and I am afraid we shall do more 
harm than good. We are told that they have decided to 
arrange how the medals are to be given. 

The PresipENT: No, I did not say so. 

Prof. Dewar: We have heard from Prof. McFadyean 
that the matter had been discussed this very morning, 
and that he would not think there would be any chance 
of the suggestion being accepted. 

Mr. Mutvey: It isan open question entirely. 

The Prestpent : [ do not think it can possibly do any 
harm, and it shows that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons appreciates what has been done, and that we 
are anxious to continue if it is deemed advisable. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A letter from the Board of Works, dated February 
10th, referring to the Memorial presented to the Board 
of Works was read. It stated that in reply to the 
memorial on behalf of the Council and numerous resi- 
-dents in Red Lion Square, asking for a wood pavement 
in lieu of the present stones forming the carriage way of 
the south side of the Square, the matter had been duly 
considered by the Board, but they were unable to see 
their way to including such improvement in their esti- 
mates for the ensuing year. 

Mr. WraGG moved that another letter be sent to the 
Board asking them to use a material less noisy than 
granite when re-paving the Square. 

Mr. Locke seconded the motion, which has agreed to 


Lonpon UNIverRsity EXTENSION BILL. 


The PRESIDENT : I received a letter from the Univer- 
sity of London asking me to attend a deputation to the 
Lord President of the Council urging him to support the 
London University Commission Bill. I attended the 
deputation, and we were approached by the London 
University and asked to take part in a deputation to 
help forward a scheme of their own which would really 
be an extension of university work in London. 

Mr. Barrett: May I ask if the extension had refer- 
ence to veterinary matters, or the institution of veterin- 
ary degrees, or anything special. 

The PRESIDENT: Nothing special. 


Docs’ REGULATION BIL. 


TheSrcRETARY read a letter from Professor Edgar 
dated 11th March, which stated that under the new 
Dogs’ Regulation Bill ordinary police constables had the 
power relegated to them to destroy on their own judg- 
ment dogs which they supposed were affected with 
rabies. Professor Edgar ome if some protest to that 
very dangerous clause ought not to be made by the Coun- 
cil immediately. 

The PrestpENT: I have watched this matter as care 
fully as possible in order that I might give the Counc 


an opportunity of expressing their opinion on it, and 


Professor Dewar : I think the College is a little late 
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have had an assurance that the Bill would not come on 
until after Easter. It is now for you to consider 
whether there is any part of the Bill which requires the 
interference of this Council. 

Prof. McFapyEan : I think this is one of those sub- 


jects which would be much better considered by a small 


committee, and [ therefore propose that we appoint a 
committee to be composed of the President, Professor 
Edgar, Mr. Simpson, and Mr. Mulvey, and that we 
empower them to approach the proper authorities to 
take whatever steps they consider necessary to safeguard 
the interests of the Royal College of Veterinary 


Surgeons. 
Mr. FRASER seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Prof. EpGar : Will there be time for this matter to be» 


relegated to a committee, considering all the official red- 
tapism that has to be gone through ? 

he PrestDENT: The committee will have to meet 
very soon—I should think to-day. 

Prof. EpGar: It would be unfortunate if this clause 
did not receive any criticism from the veterinary pro- 
fession when it is receiving criticism from the medical 
profession and from every public body interested in any 
way in dogs, and by the public also. We should be 
left entirely out in the cold in raising any protest against 
this clause. 

Mr. Simpson : May I suggest that if the Council have 
sufficient confidence in the committee they give us power 
to act. 

The PRESIDENT: You must act because the Bill will 
be over next week. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. 


The SECRETARY announced that presentation copies 
of The Veterinarian, The Veterinary Journal, and The 
Veterinary Record had been received from their respec- 
tive editors. The College had also received a copy of 
the calender of the College of Preceptors, 1898, a copy 
of the calender of the Pharmaceutical Society, 1898 ; and 
the Annual Report of the Imperial Bacteriologist for the 
official year 1896-97 from Prof. Lingard, professor of 
comparative pathology (Simla). Mr. Goodall, of Christ 
Church, had also presented a numerous collection of 
horses’ heads and teeth. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Fraser, 
a vote of thanks was accorded to the donors. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TriGGEeR (as Chairman) read the report of the 
Finance Committee which recommended that the 
amount paid annually to the Bursary account should 
cease, that the amount of £50 be refunded to the general 
account of the College, and that the Treasurer be in- 
structed to invest the balance standing to the account. 
The report further recommended that the present lia- 
bilities be discharged. It would be remembered, he 
said, that for some years past a sum of £50 had been put 
aside to form the bursary fund. The Council some time 
ago had passed a resolution adding this fund to the 
Jubilee Memorial Fund, and the committee had felt that 
inasmuch as the fund now amounted to over £900, the 
£50 for the bursary should be discontinued, in other 
words it was proposed to cease putting aside £50a year 
of the funds of the College. He begged to move that the 
report of the Finance Committee be received and 
adopted. 

Professor PRITCHARD seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Smmpson (as chairman) read the report of the 
stration Committee and moved its adoption. 

he report stated that a person had been prosecuted 

for using the word “ veterinarian ” and had been convic- 


ted and fined 40s. and costs. Certain 
appeared in answer to a charge of advertising and had 
given an undertaking. Two other members had also 


appeared before the committee on the charge of adver- 


ising and had given a special undertaking. A special 
report had been brought before the committee by the 
solicitor of the College with reference toa firm styling 
themselves “ veterinary chemists,” but it was recommend. 
ed that no action be taken. Certain cases had been 
referred to the solicitor for investigation and if necessary 
to report for prosecution. The committee had investi- 
gated several complaints, but did not consider that any 
case had been made out. In several cases complaints 
had been made against persons for infringing section 17 
of the Act. The offences were discontinued, and in 
some instances undertakings were given, and the com- 
mittee recommended that no further steps should be 
taken. Inthe case of a person claiming to be a grad- 
uate of the Ontario Veterinary College, the committee 
has referred the matter to a solicitor to investigate, and 
if necessary to prosecute. The following members had 
applied for the restoration of their names to the Register : 
Robert Johnston and G. H. Herron, and also the follow- 
ing registered practitioners: A. Holmes, F. Maynard 
and P. F. Taylor who had been struck off the Register 
for non-compliance with sub-section 4, of section 5 of the 
Act. The committee being satistied with the evidence 
furnished recommended the restoration of the names on 
the usual terms. In the cases of unqualified persons 
professing to act as “veterinary chemists,” the com- 
mittee referred the complaints to the Pharmaceutical 
Society. The committee had considered the report of 
the sub-committee as to a simpler form of complaint 
which was as follows: “ Your sub-committee have to 
report that the form of complaint was submitted to 
them for revision as altered by the Council, and recom- 
mend that the questions be simplified according to the 
form agreed to by the sub-committee.” The committee 
had made some alterations in the form and subject 
thereto had endorsed the report of the sub-com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion for the adoption of 
the report, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Simpson: I think it will be necessary that a 
special resolution be made with reference to the restora- 
tion of names. I therefore propose “That the names of 
Robert Johnston, G. H. Herron, A. Holmes, F. Maynard, 
and P. F. Taylor be restored to the Register in accor- 
dance: with the recommendation of the committee.” 

Professor PritcHARD seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey (as chairman) read the report of the 
Examination Committee. 

The report stated that the Committee had investi- 
gated the subject of the alleged misconduct with regard 
to copying at the written examination. The Committee 
having very carefully considered the reports of the 
examiners and the delegates had found no cause to make 
any alteration in the system: of examination. The Com- 
mittee, however, recommended that in future sufficiently 
large rooms be engaged for the conduct of the written 
examination and that rule 89 be strictly observed. The 
Committee further recommended that funds be provided 
for the purchase of a carcase for the purposes of exami- 
nation on meat inspection, and that instructions be 
given to the examiners to confine their questions strictly 
to the subject they were appointed toexamine upon, and 
that the questions set be such as could reasonably be 
answered in the time allowed. Also that the Secretary 
be instructed to see that the irregularity which occurred 
in the biology paper in December last should not occur 
again. The Committee recommended that Mr. Albert 
McDowell be informed that it will he necessary for him 
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to pay the same fee as before and enter his first exami- 
nation de novo. 

Mr. Locke seconded the motion for the adoption of 
the report, which was agreed to. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Do.uar (as chairman) read the report of the 
Publication Committee, and moved its adoption. 

The report recommended that in future a draft copy of 
the Register be sent to each member of the Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

ELECTION OF EXAMINERS UNDER THE 
Four YEARs’ Course. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. 
Barrett it was resolved, “That the recognised method of 
balloting by the majority of public bodies be adopted. 

The balloting was then proceeded with, and the follow- 
ing examiners were elected. 


“A” 


Anatomy.—T. B. Goodall ; W.H. Bloye 
Chemistry.—H. Somerville ; J. M. Munro 
Biology.—W. B. Walters ; J. R. Green 


Crass 
Anatomy.—Geo. Fleming; W. F. Peacock 


Physioloqgy.—¥. Smith ; J. B. Haycraft 
Stable Management.—R. Moore; W. Wilson 


Ciass “C.” 
Pathology.—G. Sims Woodhead ;_ 8. Delépine 
Therapeutics.—Jas, Clark ; J. Freeman 
Hygiene.—W. Pallin; W. Woods 


Crass “ D.” 


Veterinary Medicine.—W. Duguid; J. Malcolm 
Veterinary Surgery.—W. Hunting; H. Olver 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey seconded by Mr. Trigger, 
the following gentlemen were appointed examiners in 
Class C examination :— 


Oral--Cattle—W. Duguid ; J. Freeman 
Oral—Horse.—J. Maleolm ; G. Fleming 
Practical—Cattle.—J, Clark ;  H. Olver 
Practical—Horse-—W. Hunting ; W. Woods 


FELLOWSHIP EXAMINERS. 


Medicine and Surgery.—Jas. Macqueen 
Hygiene.—Geo, Fleming 
Pathology.—W. Duguid 


DaTE oF EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND. 


On the motion of Profeseor Dewar, seconded by Pro- 
fessor Williams, it was resolved that the written exami- 
nation in Scotland should be held on Friday, May 13th, 
and the oral on the following Tuesday. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Simp- 
son, it was resolved that the written examination in 
London should be held on Friday, July 8th, and the 
oral on the following Tuesday. 


Date oF FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


On the motion of Mr. Trigger it was resolved that the 
Fellowship Examination be held in London on Saturday, 
July 9th. 

APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS. 


The following gentlemen were nominated to act as 
scrutineers : Messrs. G. H. Simpson, ‘ge! Hobday, 
Mahon, Todd, Whitlamsmith, McOnie, Reekie, Roger- 
son, Welsh, Perryman, and G. Brown. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger it was resolved that the 


in the event of a sufficient number not accepting the 
President have full powers to supply the deficiency. 

Mr. Simpson: Before we separate I should like to 
= whoare the members of the Council who retire jp 

uly. 

The Secretary : The following members retire from 
the Council then: General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, 
Professor Penberthy, Messrs. Trigger, Dollar, Mason, 
T. D. Lambert (Dublin), James Fraser, and Abson. 

Mr. ELtpuick : May I make a suggestion, Mr. Presi- 
dent. We havea very valuable library here, but I think 
there might be a very important addition to it. I think 
this College should keep all reports of Royal Commis. 
sions, ete., that are published for reference at any time, 
such as commissions on tuberculosis, swineJever, pleuro- 
pneumonia, etc., I think they are very important docu- 
ments which this College should retain in its possession, 
I believe that the College dves not buy anything ; what 
they get is given to them, or practically so, and I think 
it will be a very valuable addition to make to the 
Library. 

Mr. Wracu: We cannot afford it, sir. 

Mr. Ccre : I think I always keep the College informed 
of everything of that kind that goes on. I always make 
it a rule to send every report that comes in to our house 
to the Secretary of the College. I think you will find 
he has all our reports of every description from the Royal 
Tuberculosis Commission. If there are any more which 
- required I shall be very pleased indeed to forward 
them. 

The PresipENT: What is done with reports which we 
have received ? 

Mr. Evpuick : I never see them acknowledged in any 
way. 

The PrestpENtT: I am very pleased to tell you as the 
outcome of my enquiry that they are all put into the 


gentlemen nominated be asked to act as scrutineers, and, 


Library, and all duly acknowledged when they are sent 
with an address. 

Mr. Mutvey: I may also state that some few years 
ago the Council gave a sum of money for the purchase of 
books, and certain works were published which were 
placed in the Library. 

Mr. Wrace : Yes, and the old rubbish sold. 


DINNER COMMITTEE. 


On the motion of Mr. Trigger, Messrs. Wragg. Simpson, 
and Mulvey were elected as the Dinner Committee. 

The SECRETARY having read the Obituary List, the 
meeting terminated. 


A Spectral MEETING. 


A special meeting of the Council was then held forthe 
purpose of considering a notice of motion by Mr. Barrett. 
Present : Prof. Penberthy (president) in the chair, Prof. 
Edgar, Messrs. Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, 
and A. W. Hill (secretary). 

The SEcrETARY read the notice convenlng the meeting. 

Mr. Barrett: With regard to my notice of motion ! 
have been asked by several members of the Council who 
have been obliged to leave, to defer my motion until the 
next meeting and I have very readily consented to that 
course. I have therefore to ask you to allow me to with- 
draw the motion at present and allow me to bring it on 
at the next meeting of the Council. 

Prof. Dewar : I beg to second that. 

The Prestpent: Mr. Barrett has asked to he allowed 
to withdraw. 

Mr. TricGer : Altogether ? 

Mr. BARRETT: No, sir. 

The PREsIDENT : Withdraw it to-night. 

Mr. Barrett: I do so at the urgent wish of thos 
members who have left this meeting. 

The Prestpent: If you will permit Mr. Barrett to 
withdraw you will kindly signify the same in the us 
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manner. He wishes to withdraw the motion from this 
meeting and defer it to another meeting. 

Mr. TRIGGER : No, sir, withdraw it altogether. 

The PRESIDENT: He wishes to defer it. Is it your 
wish that Mr. Barrett be allowed to defer this? . 

The motion for withdrawal was negatived. 

The PRESIDENT: | am afraid I must decide that the 
matter shall be discussed now. 

Mr. BaRRETE : Inasmuch as you have decided to con- 
sider this question to-day I am sure you will give the 
matter your careful consideration, and I[ rise therefore to 
move the following, of which I have given notice: “That 
the Council may relieve a student or intended student of 
one or more of the subjects of the professional examina- 
tion provided the Council is satisfied that such student 
or intended student has received an adequate training 


may say that had I seen the language of my learned 
friend’s brief when | voted, I should have been inclined 
to vote the other way ; but under the circumstances 
seeing that it would be more convenient to Mr. Barrett. 
the mover of this proposition, and certainly more con. 
venient to many members who are present and who are 
shortly leaving, to adjourn the subject, | support the 
proposition made by Prof. Williams. 

Mr. Barrett: May I say that one member has come 
up, IT believe, purposely to take part in this discussion 
and I wish to express my regret to him personally. if 
this course is adopted. If I had known he was coming 
here before being asked by the other members to with- 
draw this, | should certainly not have agreed to do so. | 
Was not, of course, aware that he was coming to take part 
in this discussion at the time. I ask you not to give 


ard passed a sufficient examination in the subject or | a hasty opinion on the subject, whether you are opposed 


subjects in respect of which relief is sought.” | know 
you will agree with me that any question dealing with 
the alteration of a bye-law, and «@ fortiord, one which, if 
adopted, will become at an early date, a new bye-law, is 
asubject of very much importance, and therefore | do 
hope you will not rush this matter to-day, even though 
you have been detained here for a considerable time. | 
desire to say at the outset of my speech that | was in- 
duced to bring this matter before you fur this reason, 
that on the 20th September last an Examination Com- 
mitte meeting was held here, and on that occasion a 
gentleman who had been highly trained and who possess- 
eda high degree was desirous of becoming a veterinary 
surgeon and he appealed to us, and I think very rightly 
and wisely, to ask us if we could not give him relief in 
respect of those subjects in which he had already been 
highly trained. At the moment there was not one of 
us who was sufficiently familiar with the bye-laws to 
give a decided opinion, and upon consulting them we 
were very much surprised to find that we were quite 
unable to give any relief, and consequently with very 
much regret we were obliged to inform him that no re- 
lief could be given, and that he would be obliged to go 
through the regular course and pass through the regular 
examination before receiving the diploma of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. When I drafted my 
motion I was informed by one member of this Council, 
whose opinion I very much respect, that he agreed with 
my intention but not with the language I had employed 
to clothe the proposed bye-law. I wish to say at the 
outset of my speech that Iam not wedded to the form 
of language which I have employed, and, therefore, if 
there is one member of this Council who has come pre- 
pared to support me who has drafted a bye-law, the lan- 
guage of which is plainer and clearer than that which I 
have employed, I shall be willing to accept the alteration 
with the greatest of pleasure. The motion, to my mind, 
israther a complicated one, inasmuch as it is rather a 
lengthy motion, and therefore I would in the first place 
very carefully draw your attention— 

_ Prof. WintiaMs: I rise toa point of order. I think 
in an empty house like this the discussion should be ad- 


to me or whether you agree with me. 

Prof. Prirenarp: fully endorse everything Prof. 
Williams has said with regard to this matter, and | am 
sure we will fall in with the feeling of Mr. Barrett in 
not dealing hastily in what he has to place before us. | 
think Mr. Barrett himself would rather have an early 
part of the afternoon than an evening when we have had 
a fair amount of work to get through. Therefore | 
heartily support what Professor Williams has said. 

The Prestpent: There is a proposition to test the 
feeling of the meeting as to whether we shall proceed 
further with the consideration of this matter. If there 
is no amendment [ am obliged to put that motion to the 
meeting. It is quite open to Mr. Barrett to move an 
amendment if he desires to go on. 

Mr. Barrett: No, sir, [ feel that | should like you 
to adjourn, bezause I think many of you are tired and 
want to leave and will not give the subject the atten- 
tion which it merits, whether you are opposed to me or 
not. 

Prof. Williams’ motion was then carried by 9 votes 
against 5, 

The PRESIDENT: The discussion is now adjourned. 

Mr. Vitiar: I beg to propose a hearty vote of 
thanks to our President for the very nice way and the 
able manner in which he has oecupied the chair to-day, 

Mr. Wracc seconded the motion, which was carried 
by acclamation. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF PREVENTIVE 
MEDICINE. 


The Home Secretary having intimated that he has 
duly registered the British Institute of Preventive Medi- 
cine for experiments on living animals, the Committee 
of the London Anti-Vivisection Society have authorised 
the following protest to be addressed to Sir Matthew 
White Ridley :— 


Journed to the next meeting. 

The Prestpent: We have voted on it Professor 
Williams. | 

Prof. Writiams : [ mean an adjournment of this dis- | 
cussion which has now commenced. I think this matter 
which has been opened, should be adjourned, | think it 
should be deferred. This is a very important matter, | 
and we have a very thin house, and I think with the | 
consent of the meeting the subject should be adjourned | 
now it has been opened. We cannot consider the | 
question this evening. 

The PresipENt : It is a very important matter. 

Mr. Simpson : The motion which was carried was to_ 
the effect that Mr. Barrett should go on with his notice 

motion. The proposition by Professor Williams now 
sthat the discussion of this question be adjourned. | 


“Sir,—It has been intimated to my committee that 
you have consented to transfer the registration of the 
temporary premises of the British Institute of Preventive 
Medicine to the buiding recently completed on the 
Thames Embankment, in the parish of St. George's 
Hanover Square. My committee respectfully recall to 
your remembrance the fact that the public, in that 
neighbourhood particularly and in London generally, 
have on several occasions protested by every constr 
tutional means open to them against this place being 
registered for experiments on living animals, and only a 
year ago a memorial containing the signatures of over 
180,000 citizens of London was presented to you express: 
ing their decided objection to the Home Office affording 


| any further facilities forexperimentation. My committee 


| 

| 

Simpson, 


> 
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beg to express to you their indignant surprise that the 
wishes of this large body of responsible citizens should 
have been overridden to meet the desires of a few 
persons who already have full facilities for such work in 
the many laboratories already existing in the metropolis. 
They do not hesitate to express their conviction that, in 
ignoring the plainly expressed wishes of the enormous 
number of citizens who signed the memorial referred to, 
a serious blow has been struck at constitutional agitation, 
and the decision which, Sir, you have been advised to 
adopt deepens their further conviction that the Govern- 
mental restriction recommended by the Royal Com- 
missioners in 1878 is, like the Act of 1876 conferring such 
controlling powers, a fraud upon the humane public of 
this country.—I am, &c., SrpNey G. F Rist, Secretary.” 


FORMALEHYDE. 
By GrorGE Ror.* 


Formaldehyde, formic aldehyde, or formalin, was dis- 
covered by Hofman in 1869. In the formation of starches 
and sugars from the carbon dioxide which the plant 
absorbs from the air, it is believed that formic aldehyde 
is formed as an intermediate product. Chemically, it is 
prepared by the limited oxidation of methyl alcohol, or 
when calcium formate is subjected to dry distillation. 
‘The gradual oxidation of methyl alcohol occurs when a 
stream of air saturated with the vapour of methyl 
alcohol is drawn through a tube containing a copper 
spiral or platinised asbestos. 

Formaldehyde is a powerful germicide, due to its com- 
bination with gelatinous and albuminoidal substances ; 
in consequence of its chemical reaction with the various 
volatile products of decomposition it is a decided deo- 
dorant. Its great antiseptic properties were discovered 


by Berlitz and Trillat, who found that an addition of 1 


in 50,000 was sufficient to prevent the development of 
bacteria in meat-juice. Leow recognised it as a power- 
ful poison to vegetable protoplasm. Its non-poisonous 
character makes it extremely useful in preserving certain 
preparations, and in pharmacies, especially dispensaries 
where there is much dispensing done, it can be used in 
some cases with good results. This is particularly so 
where large quantities of fermentable mixtures have to 
be kept ready made, and often enough to last some days 
or even weeks. 

In hospital dispensaries and establishments where a 
large amount of dispensing has to be done in a very 
short time, it is necessary to prepare beforehand many 
preparations which, in some cases, must last a consider- 
able time, and, as may be expected, a preservative of 
some kind must be used, such as alcohol, salicylic acid, 
chloroform, and now formaldehyde. The addition of 
alcohol is costly, and, unless a large quantity be added, 
the preparation becomes sour, owing to the action of 
micro-organisms and natural ferments. Salicylic acid is 
objectionable in many ways. Camphor and chloroform 
have a taste and smell which many cannot tolerate, so 
there still remains to be found a preservative that can 
be used without having any particularly objectionable 
points. I have for a considerable time used chloroform, 
and, experimentally, formalin, in all cases where my 
experience has taught me that a preservative’ must be 
used, such as in making fresh infusions and decoctions 
sufficient to last perhaps weeks, in the solutions of the 
alkaloids ; mixtures which, if dispensed as written, 
would keep only a few days, whereas they are often ex- 
pected to remain good for two or four weeks ; mixtures 
which contain organic substances in which bacteria 
grow with extraordinary rapidity. Those containing 


* A paper read to the Chemists’ Assistants’ Association, 
February 17 ‘slightly condensed). 


ergot are very common in my case; these at times 
assume the appearance of mucilage in a few hours, and 
here something must be done. Almond-mixture is one 
which ferments after a few days, and patients often have 
enough to last them two weeks, and nothing keeps it so 
well as formalin—1 in 10,000 (of the 40 per cent. solu- 
tion) will keep it sweet for weeks and cause no incon- 
venience to the patient. Milk is another fluid which 
gives trouble in hospitals, it often goes bad during one 
night ; but as small a quantity as 1 in 50,000 will keep 
it for that time and give no unpleasant symptoms to the 
patients. Milk required for future analysis can be kept 
sweet for some weeks by adding 4 or 5 drops to each 100 
c.c. Itis stated to have the curious etfect, of slightly 
increasing the total solids in some cases, dud’ probably to 
the conversion of the milk-sugar into cyalactose. 

For infusions and decoctions 1 in 1,000 to 1 in 3,000 
answers best ; but, taking into consideration the powerful 
effect formalin has on animal tissue, and_how intensely 
irritating is even a weak solution, it is doubtful if the 
former strength can be adopted until its action on the 
human economy is better understood. When it is used 
for concentrated preparations the case is somewhat dif- 
ferent, and no harm can possibly result from its use. It 
has the advantage of having little taste or smell in such 
small quantities, and thus differs from chloroform. For 
infusion, which it is an advantage to keep one or two 
weeks, it is decidedly useful ; but when required to be 
kept longer nothing answers so well as chloroform, 1 in 
500 or 1 in 1,000, such as for gentian, calumba, quassia, 
either single or four times the strength of the Pharma- 
copoeia ; these when diluted have little of the smell or 
taste of chloroform. When patients are put on digitalis, 
jaborandi, and a few others, and only small quantities 
of stock need be made, formalin answers well. _ Its 
power to destroy the bacteria of fermentation and putre- 
faction is its strongest point, and is thus of great service 
in pharmacy for preparations which have a tendency to 
ferment. In breweries it has been found useful on 
account of its arresting secondary fermentation, althongh 
not interfering with the resulting quantity of alcohol 
produced ; it also reduces the acidity, and thus enables 
the process to be conducted at a lower temperature. It 
cannot be said it is systematically adopted in this 
country for this purpose, but it has been used with 
marked success on the continent. Antiseptic agents 
were used to preserve beer and other fermented duids 
from the ravages of aerial ferments long before Pasteur 
explained the tiue cause of fermentations and were pro- 
tected under patents ; hydrofluoric acid was one. 

In the manufacture of mineral waters of a sweet na- 
ture it is impossible to exclude the germs of putrefaction 
from the materials and apparatus ; consequently much 
turbidity is the result, and great is the loss to the maker. 
Most of the preservatives in common use have thera- 
peutic activity or corrosive action on the metals It is 
claimed that formalin will do away with these objection- 
able points, and 1 in 20,000 is considered sutfticiently 
strong enough for the purpose. For washing the utensils 
1 in 1,000 should be used ; the mixture can be used over 
-— over again, as long as it retains its characteristic 

our. 

Formalin has not been much used in medicine Asa 
spray and paint it has been found useful in diphtheria 
—+4 to 1 per cent. as a spray, and 1 in 500 as a paint. 
Glycerine agar inoculated with the bacillus and sprayed 
with formalin give no growths. As an_ inhalation 
diluted with carbonic-acid gas it has been found benef- 
cial for consumptives ; if used too strong it may bring 
on hemorrhage, etc. In ophthalmic surgery a 1-in-2,000 
eolution has been found useful for injury to the cornea 
and various forms of ulceration. Applied three times 
at intervals of two days it has been found useful in ring; 
worm. In dentistry its weak solution is antiseptic a0 
astringent. 
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It is excellent for keeping urine required for future 
analysis—it will keep it sweet for weeks. For pre- 
serving vegetable products a 1 to 2 per cent. solution has 
been found best ; little of the fresh appearance is Jost, 
and the odours are quite distinguishable after many 
months. Gelatine exposed to the vapour of the 40-per- 
cent. solution for twenty-four hours becomes like leather, 
and insoluble in boiling water; it is thus useful for 
the preservation of cultivations of bacteria. In nutrient 
gelatine for biological specimens it must be used early 
in those cases where the bacteria liquifies the gelatine. 


It is used extensively for hardening tissue, and saves 


much time ; It does not cause shrinkage of the cells. 
Tissue $ to ? inch thick hardens in twenty-four hours in 
40-per-cent solution ; for loose tissue it is best to use a 
5 to 10 per cent. solution. A saving of time may also be 
effected by making the mucilage with formalin-water, 
and placing the specimen in direct. For preserving 
specimens a 2-per-cent. is now being used in many places 
instead of methylated spirit ; it does not require to be 
changed very often, and is thus more economical. After 
an operation the specimen may be placed in the solution, 


He considered that the walking of the horse from Meri- 
den to Birmingham the day after it had broken down in 
the hunting field, as alleged by the defendant, would in- 
crease its lameness. In cross-examination he said he 
should consider that a horse sold as a hunter should be 
able to stand a gallop over a ploughed tield.—Mr. Kettle : 
The horse had been faked in the sinews before? Wit- 
ness: Yes.—Mr. Kettle: This was what they call a 
“faked up flateatcher!” Witness: It was not.—Mr. 
Kettle : If you were not a witness for the plaintiff you 
would say it was, would’nt you? (Laughter.) Witness : | 
would not. 

The defendant was called, and swore that he had no 


_knowledge that the horse belonged to Ellis when he pur- 


chased it. The animal would not turn corners properly, 
so defendant had it tried in the hunting field by the 
groom of a friend, who undertook to watch its behaviour. 
The animal was brought home lame after a short run, 
und defendant ordered it to be taken back to Birming- 
ham. He had it walked back because otherwise it would 
not have reached the Repository in time.—Two of de- 
fendant’s grooms were called, and gave evidence; and 


and will keep in good condition until an examination of | the jury said they had made up their minds in favour of 


itcan be made. Many specimens have been spoilt in 
consequence of the evaporation of the spirit which was 
formerly used. Surgeons now rinse their hands and in- 
struments in a weak solution prior to and after operating, 
and 1 or 2 per cent. is about the desired strength. It 
may be mentioned that it is very painful to cuts and 
abrasions of the skin.--Chemist and Druqyist. 


A HORSE-DEALING TRANSACTION. 


Atthe Birmingham County Court, before His Honour 
Sir Richard Harington, George Ellis, horse dealer, of 25, 


| 
| 


Cox Street West, brought an action against Alfred O. | 


Shammon, whip manufacturer and harness maker, of 


rice of a horse. Mr. Dorsett (instructed by Mr. Philip 
ker) appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Kettle (in- 
structed by Mr. Sylvester) for the defendant. 
Plaintiff stated that at the end of November last he 


bought a hunting horse at Gloucester, brought it to | 


Birmingham, and entered it for sale at Cave’s Reposi 
tory. It was sold to defendant for £22 1s., but the 


horse was quite lame when returned by the defendant 
to Cave’s. It was resold in a few days for £7 17s. 4d. 
The difference between the two prices and the expenses 
made up plaintiff’s claim. In cross-examination plaintiff 
stated that he had the horse five days altogether. He 
had tried it in harness, and it was quiet, but it would 
not turn round in one direction. He entered it in the 
auctioneer’s catalogue as a “ good hunter, quiet to ride 
and drive,” and he thought he was justified in so 
describing it. The defendant must have used the horse 

dly. He did not enter it in his own name, but in the 
name of Russell Wheeler, of Moreton-in-the-Marsh, the 
previous owner. 
use his name. Plaintiff told defendant before the sale 
that the horse was his. 

Mr. Stratton Cave, the auctioneer who sold the horse, 
said he tried it before the sale, and found it all right. 
He admitted in cross-examination that it was not fair to 
the purchaser for the horse of a dealer to be entered 
as the property of a country farmer or squire. It was apt 
to mislead. He did not think it fair to describe a horse 
quiet in harness that had to be “pushed round a 
corner.” 

Mr. Blakeway, a veterinary surgeon, said that he ex- 
amined the horse after its return from the defendant. It 
was suffering from strained ligaments, which might have 


been caused by galloping the horse over a ploughed field. | Dewar, only daughter of Ale 
The animal had been previously doctored for lameness. ' dington, was performed at the Roy 


the defendant.—Mr. Dorsett, however, thought he ought 
to address them, and did so, but without altering their 
decision. . 

In entering judgment, his Honour said that the prac- 
tice of entering a horse in a wrong name at the auction 
sale came dangerously near the reach of the criminal law. 
He could not judge Mr. Russell Wheeler in his absence, 
but if he gave permission for his name to be used he 
went very near to being a party toa fraud. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND A’ HOTEL 
PROPRIETOR AT BROMSGROVE, 


At Bromsgrove County Court on Saturday, before 


Moseley Street, to recover £14 1s. 9d., balance of the JUdse Ingham, Franklin and Harry George Westgate, 
' veterinary surgeons, 


Droitwich, brought an action 
against Tom Jones, Coach and Horses Hotel, Broms- 
grove, to recover £36 1s. 2d., damages alleged to have 


been sustained through defendant retaking possession of 


premises of which they were his tenants, or in the 
alternative for breach of contract.-The case for the 


plaintiffs was to the effect that in December last they 


business, at a rent of £40 a year. 


latter returned it two days later as unfit for work. The | decided to open business in Bromsgrove, and defendant * 


agreed to let them have his yard and part of his premises 
for the purpose, with the livery, but not the posting 
An agreement was 
prepared, and defendant approved of it, but it was never 
signed. With defendant’s permission Mr. Westgate had 
certain work done and alterations made, and plaintif?’s 
entered into possession on January 1, engaging an assist- 
ant, and putting a groom in charge of the yard. Defen- 
dans introduced Mr. Westgate to several customers, but 


‘at the end of the week defendant wrote that he had 
changed his mind, and, not deeming the arrangements 


He had Mr. Wheeler’s permission to | 


| 


| 


satisfactory, would re-enter upon possession. Mr, West- 
gate demurred, but the surgery was locked up, and, 
plaintiffs being unable to carry on their business, they 
eventually left. About a fortnight later they obtained 
accommodation elsewhere for a pony and trap, but they 
had been unable to get a yard anywhere else in the town, 
—His Honour gave judgment for the plaintiffs for 
£10 10s., with costs.—Defendant had made a counter- 
claim for £1 19 6d., which was not disputed, and in this 
case defendant obtained judgment without costs. 
mingham Gazette, 


— 


Marriage of Mr. R. W. Macadam. 

The ceremony of uniting this gentleman, junior part- 
ner of the British Malt Products Company, to Miss Janet 
xander Dewar, Had- 
al Hotel, Edinburgh, 
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on Thursday, the 7th inst. The ceremonial rites were 
performed by Dr. Smith, L.L.D., of St. Marys, Hadding- 
ton, who at the conclusion referred feelingly to the good 
feeling and esteem in which the bride and bridegroom 
were held. Immediately after the ceremony the happy 
pair left by the corridor train for London, en route for 

aris and Brussels, where the honeymoon will be spent. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, dated April 12: 
War Orrice, April 12. 


Vet.-Major B. A. W. Powell retires on retired pay. 


Vet.-Captain G. R. Gritith, Principal Veterinary Sur- 
geon Egyptian Army, when the mail left Cairo had 
returned there from Syria, having been on a visit with 
Soliman Bey Nassef, of the War Office, to purchase a 
large number of horses and mules for the purposes of 
the Army. 


A 


r 


—— 


OBITUARY. 


Capt. Bens. F.R.C.V.S., Grantham. 
. Graduated, April, 1872, Lond. 
KF ellowship, 1878. 


Very widespread and very sincere will be the feeling 
of sympathy aroused by the announcement that Captain 
‘Ben ” Russell isdead. No more genial, cheery practi- 
tioner ever existed, and his interest in all professional 
questions was evinced by the regularity of his attend- 
ance at meetings of the local veterinary societies and at 
the annual assembly of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion. 

Captain Russell entered the veterinary profession 
comparatively late in life, but he soon made his mark in 

ractice and assumed a prominent social position in 
inesindlive. From a number of notices in the local 
newspapers we take the following as evidence of the 
respect shown for an energetic and progressive veteri- 
narian. 

“He was born at the Manor House, Swanscombe, 
Kent, in 1844, and on completing his education he 
entered the Indian army. He was first attached to the 
13th Bengal Lancers, and then transferred to the 104th 
Foot. After 10 or 12 years service in India he was in- 
valided home, and greatly to his sorrow he was never 
again able to return to the army, and so retired with the 
rank of captain. He was always a great lover of horses, 
and as soon as his health would permit he commenced to 
study and passed his examinations as a veterinary sur- 
geon. Twenty-five years ago he 1emoved to Grantham, 
where he built up a large practice, and became one of 
the principal consulting veterinary surgeons in the mid- 
land district, his opinion being sought far and near. 
Captain Russell was one of the prime movers in the 
foundation of the Lincolnshire Veterinary Medical 
Association, of which he has been president, and since 
its commencement the hon. treasurer. In 1874 he was 
elected a member of the Grantham Town Council, but 
his multitudinous professional duties caused him to 
retire from active municipal work a few years later. He 
was placed on the Commission of the Peace for the 
borough of Grantham in 1887, and was a frequent 
attendant at the police court. Captain Russell was up 
to the time of his death veterinary inspector to the 
Board of Agriculture, veterinary inspector to the borough 


of Grantham, and a Commissioner of Sewers. As a 
Freemason he, perhaps, more thoroughly understood the | 
secrets and technicalities of the craft than any other | 


man in Lincolnshire. He passed through every office in 
the Doric (Grantham) Lodge, No. 362, and was Worship- 
ful Master in 1885, his provincial rank was Past Provin- 
cial Grand Assistant Director of Ceremonies.” 


The deceased leaves a widow and six children—four 
sons and two daughters. The eldest son, Veterinary- 
Lieutenant W. E. Russell, is now on duty with the forces 
in the Sondan. Another son, Mr. E. C. Russell, is at 
Grantham and will carry on the practice. 


H. G. Rogers, M.R.C.V.8., Brompton Road, London. 
Graduated, March, 1885, Lond. 


By the decease of Mr. Rogers in his 38th year the pro- 
fession has lost a man whose real worth otal just 
being properly estimated by the general body of mem- 
bers. To the smaller circle of his personal friends his 
death will cause most poignant grief, for he was a man 
of strongly marked character—well read, a deep thinker, 
punctilious in the performance of what he thought right, 
careless of praise but almost morbidly sensitive to blame, 
All that he did, he did thoroughly. Strong in his sense 
of truth and justice he was severe on those in whom he 
fancied he detected deficiency, and he always showed the 
courage of his convictions. 

Mr. Rogers contributed little to veterinary literature, 
which is to be regretted, because he was a close observer 
and distinctly original in his views. A _ paper he con- 
tributed to the proceedings of the Central Veterinary 
Society in 1889, “The part played by Evolution on 
the Production of Splints and Spavins” attracted 
considerable attention and was a good illustration 
of the wide philosophical view he took of disease. 
He was a member of the Central and of the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Societies. To the former 
he acted as Honorary Secretary for some years and 
distinguished his period of office by the most pains- 
taking care and attention, with the happy result 
that the Society flourished and its meetings were always 
interesting and well attended. In his practice the same 
capacity for taking pains was shown, no case was ever 
slurred over, and outbreaks of sericus disease were in- 
quired into, studied and noted with a precision that 
would have well qualitied this practitioner for the highest 
class of research work. 

Mr. Rogers took great interest in all veterinary pro- 
gressive movements, and spared neither time nor money 
to ae forward those things which he had convinced 
himself were right. He took a much more active share 
than was generally known in helping to a successful end 
the last New Charter, the Four-years-course of Study, 
and the higher Matriculation Examination. To him is 
chiefly due the credit of having convinced the Worship- 
ful Company of Farriers of the necessity of a practical 
examination of all farriers before registration. 


Our deceased friend did not live in vain. His effect 
upon his profession was altogether good, and greater than 
was evident. He thought and talked. He directed the 
thoughts and so guided the actions of not a few mem- 
bers of the profession. Especially did he influence a 
circle of younger men who will carry on his ideas and 
who will help in future years to direct our destinies. 

Mr. Rogers leaves a widow and one little daughter who 
will have the heart-felt sympathy of every veterinary 
surgeon and of everyone who knew and admired the 
sound head and heart of the deceased-—charasteristics 
sometimes hidden under a thin cloak of cynicism which 
occasionally misled casual acquaintances. 

The funeral is arranged to take place at Brompton 
Cemetery on Saturday at 12.30. 


Communications, Books, AND PapzRs RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
W. Macadam, W. Lothian, H. Brooks, W. Lewis, J.Dunstan 

Journal of the Sanitary Institute, The Birmingham Daily 
Post. 
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